
Back to School News  
In music, students will experience and explore music through movement, 

singing, listening, writing, and playing classroom instruments.  

This year students will be assigned to ONE music teacher, just like art, and we will 

each see single classes at a time. We are lucky enough to have 2 classrooms and have set 

up each room with different materials. We will be alternating between the two rooms 

throughout the year so that all students have the opportunity to use both sets of materials. 

If you need to contact us, our email addresses are: 

Ms. Groothuis — lisa.groothuis@ocps.net             Ms. Wilson — caroline.wilson@ocps.net 

Music Grading Policy 

We assess students on proficiency in the Music Standards for 

their grade level. Most of these standards are performance 

based (singing, moving, playing instruments, etc.). In order to 

accurately assess these standards, it is IMPERATIVE that     

students participate to the best of their abilities. We do not 

expect perfection and will never grade based on raw talent. 

Instead, we look for progress and encourage each student’s 

best effort. We want Music class to be a safe environment 

where students can explore their creativity and expression. 

Incorrect participation prevents students from              

demonstrating the skills being assessed which, if not resolved, 

may result in a lowered grade. We will always communicate 

with you before lowering a grade. We will communicate    

primarily through our “Oooops!” notes and email. 

 

S: The student is meeting the expectations of the standards and is 

participating to the best of his/her ability. 

N: The student is working towards the expectations of the       

standards but may not be participating to the best of his/her ability. 

The skill may be new and require more effort. 

U: The student is not meeting the expectations of the standards 

and is not participating to the best of his/her ability. Minimal or no 

effort is being put forth by the student.  

Club News 

Our two music clubs will be starting in  Septem-
ber and will run through April.   

 Chorus: open to 3rd-5th graders 

 8:00-8:30 AM on TUESDAYS 

 First Meeting: Sept. 3 

 Ensemble: open to 4th-5th graders 

 8:00-8:30 AM on WEDNESDAYS & 
THURSDAYS 

 First Meeting: Sept. 4 

*ATTENTION PATROLS* 5th grade patrols may 
be in one additional club during the semester 
they are serving as patrols. Students may elect 
to be in chorus or ensemble all year, OR, if they 
choose another club during their patrol       
semester, they may join chorus/ensemble   
during the semester they are not “patrolling.” 

Fall Field Trips 

Each Fall, all 3rd-5th graders in 

OCPS attend a concert by the 

Orlando  Philharmonic           

Orchestra and all 2nd graders in 

OCPS attend a  performance by 

the Orlando Ballet. As soon as 

our school is scheduled by the 

county for these trips we will 

send home permission slips.          

Both field trips are free for                 

all  students! 

For Kindergarten and First grade: W’s will be given when students are close 

to proficiency on a standard but still need some help to meet expectations. 

O’s  are earned by students who demonstrate skills that go above and    

beyond the expectations of the standards. 


